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SUMMARY 
 
The report provides a summary of the response to the Council’s consultation exercise 
carried out between the 19th February & 19th March 2002 regarding its draft Air 
Quality Action Plan and provides a final Air Quality Action Plan for submission to 
DEFRA for their approval of it. 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. Cabinet notes the results of the consultation exercise on the draft Air Quality 
Action Plan. 

 
2. Cabinet recommends Air Quality Action Plan now formally submitted to 

DEFRA for approval and adoption by the Council following consultation on the 
draft plan. 
 

3. Once approved by DEFRA an update report on progress on the Air Quality 
Action Plan is presented to Cabinet on six monthly basis as requested by 
Cabinet.  

 
 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To ensure the Council fulfils its legal obligations under the Environment Act 1995 in 
terms of air quality. To improve the health and wellbeing of the town’s residents. 
 
 

 

 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



 

 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
The development of an Air Quality Action Plan is a statutory requirement where an Air 
Quality Management Area has been declared. Consultation on the action plan is 
required before adoption. No other reasonable course of action.  
 

 
REPORT 
 
1.1 Boston Borough Council has declared two Air Quality Management Areas 

known as Haven Bridge Road AQMA (2001) and Bargate Bridge AQMA 
(2005) due to air quality in these locations failing to meet the UK air quality 
objective for nitrogen dioxide. This primarily arises from high usage of private 
vehicles for making short journeys within Boston. The declaration of an AQMA 
places a statutory obligation on the local authority to produce an Air Quality 
Action Plan (AQAP). 

 
1.2 A draft Air Quality Action Plan was developed by a steering group lead by 

Environmental Health composed of officers from across a number of Council 
departments and with colleagues from Lincolnshire County Council Highways 
and Public Health. A single plan has been developed as the air quality issues 
in both areas are the same resulting from primarily private vehicles making 
short journeys within the town. 
 

1.3 The draft Air Quality Action Plan was presented to Environment & 
Performance Committee and Cabinet for comment and for consent to consult 
with a number of statutory, non-statutory consultees and the wider community 
as is required by schedule 11 of the Environment Act 1995. Approval for the 
consultation was granted with a recommendation the results of the 
consultation and final action plan be brought back to Cabinet for approval 
before adoption (formal submission to DEFRA). 
 

1.4 The consultation exercise on the draft plan ran between the 19th February 
2020 and 19th March 2020 and a copy of the consultation plan can be seen at 
appendix C. The consultation was well publicised on the Council’s website, the 
Council’s Twitter & Facebook pages and the Boston Bulletin which is 
distributed to approximately 4000 recipients within the Borough.  
 

1.5 There were 26 responses received from the wider community. These were 
generally supportive of the plan. A summary of the responses received can be 
found at Appendix A of this report and fuller details can be found within the 
appendices of the Action Plan itself. 
 

1.6 In terms of the specific statutory and non-statutory consultees listed in 
Appendix C no responses were received to the consultation. The results of the 
consultation were disappointing considering that the implementation of the 
plan will need the cooperation of organisations. Whilst no formal response was 
received from LCC Highways I would point out that they have already been 
part of the process of drafting the action plan with key officers sitting on the 
working group. In addition regular meetings are held with LCC Highways 



 

 

Officers & LCC Councillors regarding transport in Boston (Boston Transport 
Group). Air quality is part of the remit of the group due to its direct association 
to traffic. 
 

1.7 The results of the consultation exercise have been incorporated into the final 
Air Quality Action Plan. No actions within the draft plan have been amended 
following the consultation. With the approval of the Cabinet the Air Quality 
Action Plan will now be submitted to DEFRA through the Local Air Quality 
Management (LAQM) portal for approval and be formally adopted by the 
Council subject to DEFRA’s approval of it. 
 

1.8 The production of an Air Quality Action Plan does not resolve the air quality 
issues but provides a framework for what the Council will try to achieve to 
improve air quality within the Air Quality Management Areas and beyond over 
the coming years. As previously stated many of the actions within the plan are 
beyond the powers or remit the Council has of its own and therefore for it to be 
successful in supplementing national air quality strategies implemented by 
Government other partners will need to be willing to engage in its 
implementation. Of particular importance is the continuing support of 
Lincolnshire County Council in its role as Highway Authority. 
 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Poor Air Quality can adversely affect health and there are two areas within the town 
where national health based air quality standards are not being met in terms of the 
nitrogen dioxide annual mean. To try and address this and as is required by the 
Environment Act 1995 the Council has produced an action plan incorporating a range 
of measures aimed at reducing air pollution. Consultation on the action plan has 
been undertaken and these have been incorporated into the report.  
 
Submission of the action plan to DEFRA and adoption by the Council will act as a 
framework for the Council and its partners to work upon and supplement the national 
air quality strategies of Government to improve air quality for the town’s residents. 
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no direct cost implications to the approval of the plan.* 
 

 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Boston Borough Council is required to produce an Air Quality Action Plan to improve 
air quality in areas where Air Quality Management Areas have been declared. As is 
required by schedule 11 of the Environment Act 1995 Boston Borough Council have 
undertaken a consultation exercise of the draft plan and details of this have been 
incorporated in the final plan for submission to DEFRA. 
 



 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Areas of poor air quality in terms of nitrogen dioxide in Boston are primarily 
associated with traffic. Vehicular transport also releases greenhouse gases which 
have implications for climate change. Therefore any improvements in traffic 
management and infrastructure, modal shifts away from private vehicles or to cleaner 
vehicle technology not only helps to improve air quality but reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 

 
 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 
 
Air pollution is associated with a number of adverse health impacts. Additionally air 
pollution particularly affects the most vulnerable in society: children and older people, 
and those with heart and lung conditions. Improving poor air quality reduces the 
impact on these vulnerable groups in particular. 
 

 
 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS  
 
A number of the actions under consideration in the action plan also support other 
policies and strategies of the Council relating to climate change, transport and health 
and wellbeing. 
 
The proposed actions are both within and beyond the powers the council has alone. 
As such a number of the actions will rely on engaging with our partners particularly 
Lincolnshire Country Council Highways, Public Health, the local community as well 
as departmentally across the council. The support of all these other parties is crucial 
if we are to improve air quality in the town. 
 

 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The draft Air Quality Action Plan was taken to Environment & Performance 
Committee on the 7th January 2020 and subsequently to Cabinet on the 19th 
February 2020. Both committee and Cabinet approved consultation on the action 
plan and agreed that a report on the consultation be brought back to Cabinet prior to 
adoption. This is the report before you. 
 
The portfolio holder, Councillor Yvonne Stevens, has been briefed on the results of 
the consultation and the Air Quality Action Plan. 



 

 

 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 
 

APPENDIX A Summary of the results of the consultation exercise carried out 
on the Air Quality Action Plan 

APPENDIX B Air Quality Action Plan for submission to DEFRA for approval 

APPENDIX C Original consultation plan 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: - 
 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 
 

Local Air Quality Management – 
Policy Guidance PG16 

https://laqm.defra.gov.uk/documents/LAQM-
PG16-April-16-v1.pdf 

Local Air Quality Management – 
Technical GuidanceTG16 

https://laqm.defra.gov.uk/supporting-
guidance.html 
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